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Abstract 
Gender aspects are basic for an understanding of children`s development from birth on. 
This has become apparent in debates about boys’ underachievement in schools, which 
have led to a shift in public interest from gender equity as a “feminist” theme towards an 
understanding of gender as a topic relevant for boys’ development at least as much as 
for girls. Although these debates focus on older children and the role of primary and sec-
ondary schools, it has become clear that gender is already relevant in elementary educa-
tion. It is widely acknowledged that the educational system should promote gender equi-
ty. But how can be measured if gender equity is achieved in ECE institutions? In her 
presentation, Frappacini presents a protocol developed to evaluate gender equity in 
Spanish pre-schools.  
Gender is one important aspect of diversity, and gender sensitivity is a basic competence 
needed for a better understanding of children’s development. Research points out that 
gendered peer interactions play an important role for social and cognitive development of 
boys and girls even in early childhood (e.g. Fabes et al., 2004). But, in his meta analysis 
of gender in peer interactions, Rohrmann argues that gender separation is much more 
visible in the gender unbalance of the ECE work force than in the interactions of boys 
and girls. What effect does this unbalance have on the development of children?  
Attachment research has shown that gender plays an important role in adult-child-
relations: female ECE workers tend to develop better relationships to girls as to boys 
(Ahnert, Pinquart & Lamb, 2006). But, until now there is only little research about the role 
of adults’ gender in these relationships. Several studies report differences between male 
and female ECE workers regarding attitudes and perceptions. As these studies were on-
ly based on questionnaires and/or interviews, it is not clear if these differences just mirror 
stereotypic views, or “real” behavioral differences.  
Only recently empirical research projects in Germany, Austria, Switzerland and Spain 
have begun to focus on behavioral differences in behavior of male and female ECE 
workers in practice. In his presentation, Andrae introduces an interesting research design 
and focuses on methodological questions about how the relevance of adults’ gender for 
adult-child interactions can be measured.   
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